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Biography

Born in Vienna, Austria, Bill Joklik grew up in 

Australia. Trained in biochemistry, he developed 

an early interest in virology and became 

one of the earliest molecular virologists. In 

1962 he moved to the United States and was 

soon offered the chair of the Department of 

Microbiology & Immunology at Duke, which he 

built up into one of the top three in the nation. 

He was editor in chief of Virology and Zinsser 

Microbiology, the major textbook in the field, 

for more than 20 years, and was elected to the 

National Academy of Sciences in 1981 and the 

Institute of Medicine in 1982.


